
 

 

Age in Community As people age they want to stay in their 
homes and in their communities, but driving expectancy is signifi-
cantly less than life expectancy. Lack of transportation options will 
make it difficult for people to continue living at home, leading to 
premature institutionalization, a significant loss of  
independence, and substantial fiscal impacts.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Remain Healthy and Engaged Older adults are  
an asset to our communities. They contribute through 
purchasing goods and services, volunteering, leadership, 
and knowledge. If no longer able to drive, older adults 
need options to continue these activities. 

The Greater Wisconsin Agency on Aging Resources, Inc. (GWAAR) is an area agency on aging whose 
staff provide information, training, and technical assistance — combined with leadership, quality  
assurance, and advocacy initiatives — to 70 county and 11 tribal aging offices in Wisconsin (all except 
Dane and Milwaukee Counties). 
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Without transportation options,  
people take  

15%   
Fewer  

doctor visits 

 

65% 
Fewer trips  

for  
social, family, 
and religious 

purposes3 

59%  
Fewer trips  

for  
shopping or 
eating out 

Reduce Isolation Wisconsin is recognized for cutting- 
edge home- and community-based services as an alter-
native to higher-cost institutionalized care. Without 
transportation programs to support these services,  
people become trapped in their homes—leading to  
isolation and related health issues.  

Men outlive their driving ability by 6 years, 

women by 10 years. 

of people 
over age  
65 want to 
stay in their 
home as long 
as possible.1 

  Nearly   

  90%
 

 53% 
In Wisconsin, 53% of 
non-drivers over the  

age of 65 stay isolated  
in their homes. 2 

Madison Office: 
1414 MacArthur Road, Suite A 
Madison, WI  53714  
ph. 608.243.5670 
fax. 866.813.0974  
gwaar.org 
 

Brookfield Office: 
125 N. Executive Drive 
Suite 207 
Brookfield, WI 53005 
fax. 262.785.2580 
 
 
 

Tribal Technical  
Assistance Center: 
GLITC, Inc. 
P.O. Box 9 
Lac du Flambeau, WI 54538 
ph. 800.472.7207 
fax. 715.588.7900 

Greater Wisconsin Agency 
on Aging Resources, Inc. 



Reduce Costs to Medicaid/Medicare & 
Healthcare Transportation provides access to preven-
tive and routine medical care, reducing the number of 
missed appointments for physicians’ offices; clinics; and 
hospitals, and reducing the need for more expensive 
emergent care. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Drive Economic Growth Investing in transportation 
infrastructure for all roadway users and incorporating 
livability7 principles strengthens communities and 
draws new residents, young talent, and other investors. 
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Return on Investment 
Medical Transportation  

Every dollar invested in medical transportation results  
in an estimated savings of $11 in reduced costs of  

emergency room visits.4 

 

$1 Invested in Wisconsin Transit = $3.61 Return 6 

Economic Return  

$ 

Time Spent on Caregiving Task for Parent, Each 
Week 

 

1.http://www.ncsl.org/documents/transportation/Aging-in-Place-2011.pdf  
2. Aging Americans: Stranded Without Options, 2004 
3. http://www.t4america.org/docs/SeniorsMobilityCrisis.pdf  
4. Florida Transportation Disadvantaged Programs Return On Investment Study 
5. https://www.agingcare.com/Articles/state-of-caregiving-2015-report-177710.htm  
6. http://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/doing-bus/local-gov/astnce-pgms/transit/05-14-summ.pdf  
7. http://www.aarp.org/livable-communities  
 

Support Family Caregivers  
Family caregivers provide  
substantial unpaid support for 
our most vulnerable citizens. 
Specialized transportation  
options increase the ability  
of seniors and individuals with 
disabilities to get around and 
helps those caring for them. 
Transportation services can 
enable caregivers to remain 
employed. 

Carrie Porter, 608-228-8092, carrie.porter@gwaar.org 


